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the United S and of the S | i&‘l
State shall make or enforce any qﬁhﬁlﬁa
shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or
ty, without due process of law, nor %0, mmbnw
its jurisdiction the equal protection of thelaws. .. . .

EC. 2. Representatives shall be a intedamug&em
al States, acco to: theirres numbers, oonnﬂng!ﬂﬂ
whole number of persons in_each State, excluding Indians 56t
taked. But when thée right to vote tanyehetwaf@i '
choice of electors for President and (Vi &Pream
United States, Bq)munhhmte Congress "
judicial officers of a State; . 0
thereof is de'n!!d thi-

Sf.ates, or d, axcept for
rebellion or other ¢rime, - the basis of represantnﬁon t.herein
shall be reduced in theproportion which the number of such
male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male oithenl
twenty-one years of age in such State.

Sec. 8. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in
Congress, or elector of President and Vice-President, or hold
.anv office, civil or mililary, under the United States,or under
any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member
of Congress, or as an officer of the United Sta.t.es, Or A8 &
member of any State Legislature, or as an executive or judicial
officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United
States, have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the
same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But
Congress may, by;a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove
such disability.

Skc. 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States,
authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of
pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insuriection
or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United
States nor “any State shall assume or pay any debt or obliga-'
tion incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the
United States, or any eclaim for the loss or emancipation of
any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claim shall be
held ulega.l and void.

Sec. 5.. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appro-
priate legislation, the provisions of this Axticle.

SCHUYLER COLFAX,
Speaker of House of Répresentatives.
LA FAYETTE S. FOSTER,
President of the Senate pro fem.
EDWARD McPHERSON,
Clerk of House of Representatives.
J. W. FORNEY, :
Sécretary of the Senate.
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MR. SPEAKER :

- The Joint Bt.andlng Committee vn State and/ Fedui.l Rela:
tions, to whom was referred the message .ﬂ' vernor and
?Ompanymg documents having reference t6 the Amendment

the Constitution of the United States, proposed by Congress,
as Article 14, have dufy conniderecf the subject, and instructed

me to make the following report : ,

Hutory has taught how exceedingly difficult it is to establish
any form of Government and definitely settle its powers, The
interests to be conserved by it are susceptible of almost infinite
modifications, These should, as far as practicable, be recon-
ciled and harmonized.

It may not be prudent to ventare on the untried experiment
of improvement, from the mere suggestions of theory. = Unless
defects have been clearly discovered, which retard or impair the
beneficial operation of the Government, or which endanger its
purity and integrity, it were wise to let the Constitution alone.

A new element of power introduced might, in & manner,
(now unforeseen,) “disturb the harmonious working of 'the
system. The fanctions of the national and local governments,
in their relations with each other, are most nicely adjusted.
The precise boundaries of their rbits it may not be possible
to define. Time, precedent, judicial comstruction and the

scquiescence of the people, have put to rest questions which,
disturban

in their day, imported serious ce.

Again and again State and Federal authority have come into
contact on new points, but forbearance, patience and calm
discussion have been sufficient for their settlement, withont
an alteration of the fandamental Iaw.

It were safe to say thata dissatisfaction oun the part of the

South, with the Constitution, in the whole, or‘any of its parts, |

or with any of the powers conferred on the Federal Govern-
ment; did not produce the late revolution and civil war,

The attempted withdrawal of the Southern States from the
Union, and establishment of a seperate Govérnment, was in-
duced by a convigtiow slavery was not safe in'the Union..
The movement was in the interest of slavery,
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All persons, natives of the United States, or naturalized, ex-
cept Indians untaxed—are declared to be citizens of the United
States, and of the State where they.reside,—and if the elective
franchise is denied or abridged to any male inhabitant of the
State 21 years of age, the basis of representation shall be re-
duced in the proportion such male citizens shall bear to
gm whole number of male citmens 21 years of age in such

tate.

It is obvious that the object is, to compel the Southern
States to accept negro suffrage, on pain of the reduction of
their representation in Congress and the Electoral College.

If one-half the males in Mississippi over 21 years of age
were negroes, then to deny or abridge suffrage to them would
| cut down representation in the proportion they bear to the
white males over 21 years of age, which would be to reduce it
one-half.

As now prescribed in the Constitution, the eleetors for Rep-
resentatives in Congress are those who have * qualifications
requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the State
Legislature.” Each State determines for itself the qualifica.
tions of electors, and thus determines who may vote
for Repasesentatives in Congress. It so happens that
this feature of the amendment, though of general ap-
plication, can have but little practical operatlon except in
the States lately slaveholding. It makes citizesn of the United
States and of the States—of the four millions of blacks. It

{1 confers on them the elective franchise on the same terms en-

joyed by the whites; or if withheld or abridged, it reduces
their influence in the House of Representatives and the Elec-
toral College quite one-third. In the other States this eloment
of the population is so small that its influence would hardly be
felt in the elections. It would add about one-third to the body
of citizenship in the Southern States; perhaps in two of them
it would give the preponderance to the colored race. In sev-
eral of the Middle, Western and Northern States, the blacks
“have been, and still are, kept under political disabilities, These
States have not thought it to be for the public weal that any
of them'should be admitted to the p}ivﬂeies of the ballot.
The franchise of yoting is not a natural right. In no age or
country has s been universal. Evarywhere it has been
withbeld from the female sex. Everywhere in ancient and
modern civilization it has béen confined to males, and such of
thém as had a prescribed qualification.

A wise statesman has said, *“ That government is a con-
trivance of human wisdom to provide for human wants.” Free
institutions, representative government, can repose on no
other basis than the virtue and intelligence of the people. The
ballot, with safety, can be lodged only with those who have in-
telligence and knowledge sufficiently to understand principles,
to reason of policy, and to measure men.

When the scheme of government is so contrived, that ulti-
mate power is with the people,—that from them and by them
all public funetionaries are chosen, and to them the final appeal
is made on all political subjects—whether of fandamental law,
or temporary expediency,—especial care should be taken that
the voting class should not be swollen, by sudden and large
infusions of ignorance and prejudice.

It cannot be pretended that the lately enfranchised blacks
are, as a body, either morally or intellectually competent to
vofe. They have never -had any concern or participation in
public affairs. In the main they are destitute of the simplest
elementdl training. They have mno habits of thought, are
incapable of comprehending our system of government, and
of reasoning upon and apprehending measures of wise states-
manship. Such a step is counter to experience and practice
from the very organization of the Government. The naturali-
zation laws offer citizenship only to the white races. Applicants
must serve an appren ip in_the art of self- government
They must live here long -enough to study our institutions, to
become familiar with American ideas and principles, to learn
the natare and duties of citizenship, before they are entrusted
with its respousibilities. Surely the German and Irishman,
-and other European ts, are better fitted to be invested
with this high privilege, the first moment of landing on our
shores, than fhe colored race 80 lately emancipated.

3d. The 4th section degrades and disfranchises a most use-
ful; intelligent and tupeehbh elm of pur ecitizens—in a form
tbe most odious and tyranni afoat facto law.

The Proclaniation of the Presxaent, date 25th May, 1865,
issued in pursuance of the invitation of .offered am-
nesty to all those who had participated -in the late eivil war
against the United Statés, on the terms of taking a prescribed
formi of oath—except certain descriptions of persons named in

sundry. specifications, and to these on. special application. It
{is.well kmown that the mass of onr -did promptly
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If any of the States were voluntarily unrepresented when this
fourteenth amendment was recommended, l‘:]‘l; question might
and would be different. But snch is not the fact.

The position taken by the government of the United States,
towards the people of the Southern States, was that they had
by military combinations and insurrection forcibly opposed
pand resisted the authority of the United States, and that the
war‘was prosectted for the single purpose of re-establishing
the national authority and maintaining the Union. The gov-
ernment in all its departments, unirormly ingisted that the.
southern States were rightfullyand legally members of the Union
and their people, ecitizens of the United States.

President Lincoln, in his proelamation of the 15th April,
1861, recites : “That wheress the laws of the United States,
have been for some time past and now are opposed, and the
execution thereof obstructed in the states of South Carolina,
Georgia, Alabama, &c., by combinations too powerful to be
suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings, or
the power vested in the Marshalls by law, &ec., &c., now there
fore in virtue of the power in me vested by the (}onatitutmn
and laws, do hereby call forth the militia, &c. The first duty
of the forces will be to repossess the forts, places and proper,
ty seized from the United States. The utmost care will be ob-
served, to avoid any devastation, or interference with property
or &aweful citizens, &c., &c.”

ngress convened in July, 1861, Very early in the session,
the House of Representatives, by an almosi unanimous vote,
passed a resolution affirming in" substance that the object in
carrying on the war was the “ preservation of the Union, with
all the dignity, rights and equality of the States unimpaired ;”
“not in a spirit of 0ppreamon, nor for any pyrpose of conquest
or of subjugsation.”

The Senate passed a separate resolution of similar import.

By act of 13th July, 1861, ““further to provide for the collec-
tion of duties on imports, &e.,” authority is given the Presi-
dent to abolish ports of entry, and to regulate trade with the
country in insurrection, whenever as recited in the first see-
tion, ¢“It shall, in the judgment of the President, by reason of
unlawful combinations of persons in opposition to the laws of
the United States, become impracticable to execute the reve-
nue laws, and collect the duties on imports by the ordinery
means, and in the ordinary way.”

The 2d section empowers the President, whenever he shall
have called out the militia, under the act of 1795, and the in-
surgents claim to act under the- authority of any State or
States, to prohibit commercial intercourse with such people
alt.ogether, so long as such condition of hostility shall con-
tinue.

The preamble to the act of 22d July, 1862, to authorize the
employment of volunteers to aid in enforcmg the laws, &cf,
thus describes the exigency for their employment :

Whereas, Certain of the forts and arsenals, custom houses,
and navy yards have been seized, &c., and other violations of
he laws have been committed, and threatened, &c.

The act of 6th of August, 1861, to provide increased reve-
nue from imports to & y interest on the public debt, and for
other purposes, in the 7th section, imposes a direct tax of
twenty millions of dollars on the United States, and the same
is hereby apportioned to the States respectively, in manner fol-
lowing :

To the State of Virginia, $976,550%.

> “ - South Carolina, $363,57%.
Georgia, $584,367},
Alabama, $529,31
Mississippi, $413,
Louisiana, 385,886%.

Enumerating the other States.

The 524 section provides thatshould any of the States be in
actual rebellion against the authority of the Government of
the United States, whem the act goes into effect, then the sev-
eral provisions of the act shall be enforced, “‘so soon as the na-
tional authority is re-established.”

The President, in his proclamation of 3d May, 1861, cslling | &7
for volunteers, declares that they are to be “emiployed for the
protection of the national Constitution, and the preservation of
the National Union.”

By the act of July 11th, 1863,-in relation: to the Postoffice
Department, it is provided *‘that the time fixed for the instita-}
tion of suits against the sureties of postmasters, shall not be
considered as running in suy State or thereof, the inhabi-
tants whereof shall have heen: declared in s state of _insurrec-
tion, during the time the insurrection shall continue.”

The act of July 15th, 1882, to amend the judicial system of|

the United States, other in, the first section,
acts that the districts eﬁ‘ w&h Virginis, and
tute the fourth ecircuit; *“the dis- |
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In view of all this, it wo_uld*umw be te0 oleu for cavil or
debate, that the United Stites 4 : “that thﬂ
Btates lately in On Are! ers of the Federal Union,
Ir mnahcrs, they are States in the Union, for all sds,

equal in ri with the others 2 m the Gonsﬁtu {I’he
pﬂ Miherate. official acts of the UMMJI. that the
moment the -and forcible combination the
‘@nd aathority of the same was overcome, and the Federal su-

premacy was reinstated, and law and crvil tribnnsk were Te-
placed, then the wo;k of preserving the Unionr was accom-
plished, and the States 4t once resamed their proper places
and relations in it.

If Mississippi is nof now anhﬂed to_every benefit of the
Constitution, to all of the rights of a. State in the Union, as
completely as New, York and Indiana,then the Constitutiorsias
not been maintained, and the Union has not’been preserved.

Itis impossible, in our complex system, that a State can oe-
cupy a middle-ground. Tt is revolutionary, subversive of fun-
damental principles, that a State may be in the Union for some
purpeses, and.out of it for others. That she may, through her
Legislature, ratify an amendment of the Constiution. and 'at
the same time be excluded from the consideration and vote on
the amendment in Con

So far from according with the spirit of the Conntat.unon, it
i8 in disagreement with all right idea.glof Representative Gov-
ernment to bhold in abeyance any of the powers of a State.

To deny to the State representation, and especially to with-
hold from her a voice in Congress, on' changes proposed to
the organic l&w, particularly affecting her, and at, the same
time, tolevy on hér. people direct taxes, which can only be ap-
portioned on the representative basis, and all other burdens of
Government, is to hold the State and people under the disabil-
ities of conquered ferritory. War, foreign or domiestic, works
no alteration in the Constitution—it neither enlarges nor di-
minishes the powers of the General Government. fathers.
contemplated the contingency of domestic conflict ahd stnfe,
hence they conferred on Congress the power to suppress in-
surrections. The grant of the power was for the

of perpetuating
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the one and subyert the other.

The claim, as one of the consequences of the WAT, thsﬁ‘tﬂl‘
States en in it, have been subj , is but another form
of speech far the doctrine that the Un!t.ed 'States may cm:qud‘
part of itself. €3

The assumption that“é’hty—ﬁve States can govern the
eleven iil; a moi(::ag different ﬁ'fm that prescribed in tga
tution, is nothing more nor a subversion of the Con;
sti'ii‘uglon and thegm created by 1; v {a Q
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Theredismo rightful power w
of the Govemﬁ?;ant combined to refuse admission to theirseats;

of Senators and Representatives from Mississippi,
er reason than because they are aceredited from that State

The Senate and House are respectively the judges' of the
election -and qualification of their respective members. The*
enquiry is limited to an examination of each individual appli-
cant for a seat.

What the qualifications are, are plainly written in the Gonstx-
tution. If the Congress can go outside of the constitutional
rule and exclude an entire State delegsation,because of their po-
litical opinions, or those of their constituents; then & majority’
in Congress may perpetunate its faction or party in power; by
shuiting the doors of Congress on all who do notagree with it.

The Committee recommend the adoption of the joint resolu-

tion herewith reported.
SIMRALL,

Chairman.
Resolved by the .Lqu&atm of . the State of Mississippi, That

' the State of Mississippi refuse to ratify the amendment to the

Constitution of the United States, proposed by Congress as ar-

ticle fourteen. .
The following is the vote of the House of Repreaantntwea

on the above report:

Yxas—Mr. Sp , Messrs. Acker, Beauchtlhp.
Boddie, Bonner, Boone, Bowden, Brown, o amper, Brown, |-
of Yalobushs, Bridgers, of Tallahatchie, Burms, Burton, Cam-
eron, Glrﬁer, Cole, Cromwell, Daniel; Darden, Dea-.
son, Duff, Dunlap, Easterling, Ellis, Foxwoa:t.h, Gﬂshpp, Gow-

Graham, Griffin, Greaham, Hamilton, Hanson, Hearne, Hen-
ley, Hunter, Hudson, Huffman, Hillyer, Irby, Jones, Kennedy,
Kendall, Labauve, Lewis, Lewan, Liddell; Lase, Lyles, Mabry,’
Marable, Mayson, Meares, Merrill, Milton,
Ehls, McElroy, McInnis, l[nLaurin. M.oRu Mg’ Maur-.

oek,; McRaney, Hnnugo()wen.l’mn.l’meb:ker,?hilipe. ope,
Phipps, Pound, Reid, Robertson, Seal, Sbumon Slov
Simrall, Thnkemle Thompao‘:;, Turley, Wal 3 W&ﬂf

[ofAmibe, Webb, omnnknn.

The last H 8
‘one ,:I the ?meﬁw.
tmdar the ng

_shall eouﬁtutaﬂla,ﬂ!w’ehpujz.
The 3d. lpeﬂOn vides for
Dhtl'iet

blﬂotllo
ntthd mﬁo

orlda, to tho Oincmt Couru.
for en

m ;hmqwm the

f-ll&tnnlha:of suits from ﬂn '

) {If'dn@iui‘f

. -= .'_g P ‘giji" 4 o

£3dw af.u.h-J J.,mz B

_q y

mtﬂbnndmwnio it would ftry-|

enire

(* ‘ l. = & .- - .'

h

“"’ they would not have

ﬁ? Gounizy who
F"_od; t, th

o4 k. o Sy

S—

‘t. - 'I" ;._

| Sy e

with a silver tea &
vice. Itis slloi

office of Chief Jus-
tice in order to: in-
pose of him as]
val for the sn
ing Preslde‘ncy, u.nd
to secure in the Su.
preme Court a politi-
cal element of &
tisan atamp

2. Anﬂr‘
Johnaon) bns cor-
raptly dlsposgd
publie , propersydRk
the U, S,

There have be#d

‘Mr. Lineolu's
psncy of ‘the Wlute

very purpose | mal
the Constitution, and the Union under it—not | rerk
to make the insurrection the pretext and oecasion to ps'vert tinl

Jo on
htln, u{tefered in
eoﬁonc. and com-

|

for no oth- |

eryy Mor-{

| mitted acts, and con-
jpirq,m others to
#ets, which

ﬁ]at. elections were

the direot e¢onni-
vance,dif mot by the
direction . of the ad-
mmmtnnon. Itis a
mafter o f history
that goldiers ‘were
thrown: finto Mary-
land pending an elec-
tion, whe prevented
dnlyggah ed . citi
zens from voting for
‘Democratic candi-

& matter of history
that at the elecnon of
President in 1864,
soldiers  belonging

{ to the army,not only

voted where theyhad
o -legal remdence,
(but yoted again, and
ngmn on election day
‘at Indianapolis. It is
‘otill farther recorded
thaty by the order as
well as by thecon-
sent of Lincoln,
newspapern were
8 and citi-
‘gens of the United
mtes were arrested
outwarrant,con-
ﬁ‘“&“ﬁé’%‘;ﬁﬁé““
th-

‘béing sewtenced,
‘Il‘lol dﬂcb "h&on-

} .;'ml'ur«f f_dr'a-ab g-m-m'] nge i -

dates. It is, farther, -

m mﬂn‘ﬁé Pre 10 hu !?

lieved  that he sp-
pointed a person to *

R

of

reports’ that, glur{n g |

Interfered’ with by —

I? 'r‘
!

\ {

f
:
{




